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The essence of problem

Tobacco consumption in Georgia has increased to alarming proportions since 1990, owing mostly to the transition toward a market economy and the arrival of the international tobacco industry whose costly promotional campaigns for their products have thrived in the absence of legislative regulations. 

The research addressed in the study of epidemiology of tobacco production consumption during of last 5 years and correlation with increasing of tobacco related diseases. 

Survey population: population in the age range 10-74 - 2382 in total. 

Methods of research

Quantitative research  structured interviews. For choosing of population was used cluster method.  A group of interviews was used for this purpose, their training and selection were conducted. The research group’s professional composition: epidemiologists, medical doctors, sociologists, psychologists, teachers.

Anonymity of all interviews was guaranteed.

Geographic coverage: all Georgia. 

Epidemiological state

There were researched population from 10 to 74 years old. These researches have shown that in Georgia smoking rate is nearly 52,1% in men and 14,7% in women population.

In 1998-99 years in Georgia consumed tobacco 1.700.000 persons, among them 1.200.000 men and 500.000 women. It is 37% of our population. In comparison with the 1985 the number of smokers among youth and among young women increased 3 times. 

In Georgia are using tobacco 1.200.000 men and 500.000 women (the population of Georgia are 4.500.000 persons). In the year 1985 smoking rate in Georgia was 42,8% men and 4,1% women.  In the year 1998 in Tbilisi in 17-25 years old women tobacco using rate was 28% while in the year 1995 these rates were 14,3%. 

In 1997, 1.100 smokers had lung cancers; 1.300 - other location cancers; 9.000 - bronchitis, emphizemes and asthma; 130.000 - respiratory diseases; 105.000 - heart diseases. In year 1998 in Georgia 8.000 people died because of smoking, which is 21% of total mortality.

In comparison with 1999 till today increased the number by 3,6% of smokers among men and increased by 1,7% among women. The data of 2001 shows that tobacco consumed 51,1% men and 20,4% women. In year 2001 from smoking die 11.000 person, among them 3.000 from passive smoking, and fall ill 240.000 persons. 

Conclusion 

We’ve very hard situation in consumption of tobacco in population of Georgia, mainly with in young population. We’ve no legal regulations of many of fields of tobacco control questions. Poor population have no possibility to receive treating of tobacco dependence free. 

Recommendations

Adopting new changes in national law on Tobacco Control; create tobacco dependence treating centers; ratification of the FCTC and realization of recommendations of  WHO and working group of  FCTC; Government must to establishment of  new taxes for health interests and financing multi-sector programs in Tobacco Control.

